During a period of undernutrition, lactating ruminants can mobilize body reserves, mainly lipids, to maintain milk production. This ability to sustain milk production through body energy mobilization is well documented in dairy cows, but little is known in dairy ewes. Using MEm = 0.4 MJ ME/kg BWo.75 (INRA, 1988), global efficiencies (k, (t)) of transformation of available metabolizable energy (i.e. ME intake -ME maintenance + measured body energy changes) into milk energy were 0.61 and 0.60 (Table) . 
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